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COVID-19 signage recommendations  
Last updated June 4, 2020  

 

Signage considerations 
 

 Signage should follow the principles established by health 

literacy – in plain language (7th grade reading level), 

concise, uncluttered, use pictures to illustrate meaning 

where possible  
o When possible, use positive language that depicts 

the action wanted rather than telling people what 

they cannot do. 

 Note if you need to provide signage in more than one 

language  

 Ensure that signage is consistent with the New York 

Department of Health, however organizations may 

customize the signage to be branded for their business or 

to be specific to their workplace (see Interim Guidance 

for Office-based Work).  

 Try to limit the number of signs on doors or entrances. 

Use one large sign with large font and simple instructions. 

This will prevent crowding and help visitors better 

understand expectations.  

 

List of needed signs  
 

Health Literacy Signage 

 Know the symptoms of COVID-19 

 How to stay safe during COVID -19  

 We are keeping you "safe" - what steps is your 

organization taking to minimize the spread of infection? 

 

Social Distancing Signage 

 Mask wearing  

 Wash your hand signs in bathrooms  

 Signs/banners reminding about social distancing 

 Floor stickers denoting six feet/walking patterns 

 Entrance sign explaining entering process 

 

Effective vs. ineffective 
signage 
 

The first sign is cluttered and 

hard to read. The second is 

simple, concise and easy to read.  

 

 

 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/offices-interim-guidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/offices-interim-guidance.pdf
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Signage Recommendations & Links 
 

   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf                  

 

 

 

https://www.who.int/images/default-

source/wpro/health-topic/covid-

19/slide4e4825b52f9e64ef589efaa26024e7ead.j

pg?sfvrsn=b764150a_6 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-

11x17-en.pdf 

 

https://instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/sites

/instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/files/share

d/mask-acheson-group-05112020.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
https://www.who.int/images/default-source/wpro/health-topic/covid-19/slide4e4825b52f9e64ef589efaa26024e7ead.jpg?sfvrsn=b764150a_6
https://www.who.int/images/default-source/wpro/health-topic/covid-19/slide4e4825b52f9e64ef589efaa26024e7ead.jpg?sfvrsn=b764150a_6
https://www.who.int/images/default-source/wpro/health-topic/covid-19/slide4e4825b52f9e64ef589efaa26024e7ead.jpg?sfvrsn=b764150a_6
https://www.who.int/images/default-source/wpro/health-topic/covid-19/slide4e4825b52f9e64ef589efaa26024e7ead.jpg?sfvrsn=b764150a_6
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-11x17-en.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-11x17-en.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-11x17-en.pdf
https://instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/sites/instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/files/shared/mask-acheson-group-05112020.pdf
https://instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/sites/instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/files/shared/mask-acheson-group-05112020.pdf
https://instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/sites/instituteforfoodsafety.cornell.edu/files/shared/mask-acheson-group-05112020.pdf
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https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/protect-

yourself-covid-19-and-spread-germs-0 

 

 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/Pu

blishingImages/Mask%20protects_FB.png 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-

your-hands-poster-english-508.pdf 

 

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files

/2020-04/COVID-

19%20Social%20Distance%20B%26W.pdf 

 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/protect-yourself-covid-19-and-spread-germs-0
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/protect-yourself-covid-19-and-spread-germs-0
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/PublishingImages/Mask%20protects_FB.png
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/PublishingImages/Mask%20protects_FB.png
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-poster-english-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-poster-english-508.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVID-19%20Social%20Distance%20B%26W.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVID-19%20Social%20Distance%20B%26W.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVID-19%20Social%20Distance%20B%26W.pdf


 

 

     4 

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files

/2020-05/Safe-Start-Infographic_05-29-

2020_vert.pdf 

 

https://www.signs.com/coronavirus-signage/  

 

 

 

 

 

CDC webpages with free posters for printing and download 
 COVID-19 specific signage: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/communication/print-resources.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc 

 Handwashing resources: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html 

Other websites with free downloadable signs 
 https://www.signs.com/coronavirus-signage/ 

 https://www.pinghd.com/free-covid-19-digital-signage-templates/ 

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/Safe-Start-Infographic_05-29-2020_vert.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/Safe-Start-Infographic_05-29-2020_vert.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/Safe-Start-Infographic_05-29-2020_vert.pdf
https://www.signs.com/coronavirus-signage/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/print-resources.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/print-resources.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html
https://www.signs.com/coronavirus-signage/
https://www.pinghd.com/free-covid-19-digital-signage-templates/

